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Public education and intellectual enlightenment in Condorcet’s philosophy (Analytical

approach)

Abstract:

A review of Condorcet's enlightenment project, particularly the role of public education in its
structure, allow us to understand that radical changes in political and legal systems—by
overthrowing the heads of states, installing new ones, abolishing laws and enacting others—does
not necessarily mean progress and improvement. Historical experience has shown that
revolutionaries end up as conservatives, and those who are zealous about respecting laws and
guaranteeing human rights end up, once in power, more inclined to violate these rights in the
name of custom.

Thus, they usually tend to establish educational systems that turn revolutions into sacred
doctrines, revolutionaries into priests, sycophants into statesmen, and honest citizens into
outcasts and exiles. Therefore, to avoid these tragic outcomes, which history attests to
repeatedly, it is essential to adopt a public education system that enlightens citizens' minds with
scientific knowledge and trains their hearts to uphold moral values. Instead of forcing individuals
to corm to it, they should be the ones compelling society to change and progress This
Condorcet’s lesson: public education in science and universal values is the “antidote” for
permanent immunity against charlatans and tyrants .Based on the above, this study aims to
analyze the concept of the Enlightenment project and demonstrate its relevance as a future
project, not merely a legacy of the past. It also explores the relationship between education and
science, and the extent to which science education is linked to the development of scientific
thinking versus the mere indoctrination of knowledge. It also highlights the status of public
education as a strategic investment to ensure the consolidation of human values and universal
citizenship, and explores how education can respond to citizens' professional and livelihood
needs, ensuring their dignity and well-being. In light of this, the researchers present a set of

useful and important conclusions and recommendations.

Keywords: Public Education; Intellectual enlightenment; Progress; Science; Moral virtues;

Charlatanism and tyranny.
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11 _Catherine Kintzler, Condorcet, I’instruction publique et la naissance du citoyen, Paris, Gallimard, coll. «

Folio — Essais / Philosophie », 1987, p 313.
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