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Bilingualism in Early Childhood (An Analytical Study)

Abstract:

This research aims to understand the concept of bilingualism, its types and factors of emergence,
and to identify the negative and positive effects of bilingualism on the child's linguistic, social and
cognitive development. It also provides an overview of bilingualism in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia as one of the contemporary issues in early childhood, by following the descriptive and
analytical approach. Bilingualism is one of the most controversial and controversial educational
issues. Many researchers believe that bilingualism has negative effects on the child's linguistic
development and delayed linguistic development. On the other hand, they see bilingualism as
important in enhancing the child's cognitive and social development, strengthening his ability to
perceive and think logically, and expanding his perceptions and thinking patterns. Through this
research, the researchers concluded that there are several factors for the emergence of bilingualism,
the most important of which are political factors such as immigration, social and cultural factors
such as marriage between different nationalities and globalization, as well as educational factors
in education systems that support cultural diversity such as international schools. Bilingualism also
affects the child's linguistic development based on the way in which the child acquires the second
language. Studies indicate that the simultaneous method has a greater impact than those who
acquire it sequentially, and that learning a second language is It is best when a child is proficient
in their mother tongue. Bilingualism also has positive social development benefits, such as
building cultural awareness, developing communication skills, boosting self-confidence, and
enhancing future job opportunities. The social downsides of bilingualism include its impact on
children's social values and potentially leading to a loss of identity. The researchers concluded that
children have the ability to learn two languages, but only if appropriate methods and strategies are
used to help the child integrate smoothly, without forcing them to learn the second language
without proper assistance and guidance. In light of this, the researchers recommend preserving
social values and cultural identity among bilinguals in early childhood.
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